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questioning and enquiry. He was against obso-
lute dogmas and conversions. "Every thing that
is old need not be good" he said. He was opposed
to worship of several gods and idols. He opposed
idol worship and favoured collective worship in a
temple founded by him. He was against Puranas
and wanted teaching ofUpanishads. He was for
a casteless society. He got the practice of Sati
abolished. He preached kindness to all.

SWAMI DAYANANDA SARASWATHI
(1824 - 1883) founded Arya Samaj in 1875 in
Punjab. He was born in Gujarat. He was for the
teaching of Vedas and Upanishads. He was
against Puranas, idol worship, caste distinctions
and child marriage. By means ofSuddhi (Purifi-
cation) ceremony he reconverted people who had
embraced other religions. Converted Muslims in
Agra and Meerat rejoined Hinduism. He was for
performance of Homa, rites like Upanayanam
and remarriage of young widows. He wanted
people to take pride in India's past glory and its
ancient culture. He advocated Swadeshi move-
ment. He founded many schools and colleges. His
book Satyartha Prakash explains the tenets of
Arya Samaj. Even now Arya Samaj workers
carry on reconversion rites in Southern districts
of Madras Province.

RAMALINGA SWAMB  (1823 - 1874)
in South India founded Samarasa Sanmarga, a
way of worship for all by worshipping Light. He
preached kindness to all. His Thiruvarutpa is a
collection of excellent devotional poems.

SHIVA DAYAL (1818 - 1878) founded